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Miners’ Strike 


Here are some of the factors in 
the great coal strike — factors 
which never reached the public at- 
tention. The press and radio spent 
most of its time cussing John L. 
Lewis and never did tell the public 
what the strike was all about. 

The miners’ wage scale had fall- 
en behind the higher pay rate 
which had been won by workers in 
other industries. The coal opera- 
tors and owners were willing to 
concede that increases were due, 
but the real conflict came over the 
issue of a general welfare and in- 
surance fund which Lewis has been 
demanding for years—justifiably 
so. 

The casualty rate in coal mining 
is a shocking affair to anyone who 
will investigate the record. The 
accident rate is over ten times 
greater than that of most other 
industries. And the public does not 
realize that in many states there 
are no compensation laws. In some 
states insurance coverage by the 
mine owners is on a voluntary ba- 
sis! As we reported (Between the 
Lines, February 4, 1946) the wid- 
ows and orphans of the victims of 
the recent big mine disaster in 
Kentucky may not receive any 
compensation or insurance due to 
criminal neglect and political cor- 
ruption in the state. 

Lewis’ demand for an insurance 
and welfare fund is unanswerable 
when the facts are known. Such 
provision should have been made 
long ago. However, that the fund 
be entirely in the hands of the un- 
ion is an unreasonable and danger- 
ous demand on the part of Lewis. 
The issue has been hard to settle 
because of pressure within the gov- 
ernment from the powerful inter- 
ests which control the mines and 
the political aspects of the situa- 
tion. These conditions are played 
upon adroitly by Lewis, who never 
fails to boost his own prestige as 
he boosts his miners’ wages. 


KKK 


Ku Klux Klanism and its com- 
panion movements are expected 
to increase in the South and West, 
especially in those areas where 
labor unions are making new pene- 
trations into heretofore unorgan- 
ized territory. 


WE HAVE HEARD MANY ARGUMENTS concerning the use 

of atomic bombs, and how that use shortened the war and saved 
lives. Did you know that those are precisely the arguments that Hitler 
offered for wiping out Rotterdam? We will never have justice and 
peace in the world until we realize that a switch of labels on a bomb 
does not change moral law. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


Grane AND SOCIETY. As we pointed out in our last release, 

we must realize that, while civilian goods now begin to flow and 
the post-war boom gets under full steam, transitions are yet simmer- 
ing beneath the surface. The grab to get all we can while the getting 
is good is shooting prices upward. Much of the wage increase gained 
by strikes during December, January and February has already been 
wiped out by increased prices. Every government or business report 
available shows that corporation and business profits are the highest 
in our history. 

Workers with families, who used up much of their savings in 
strikes trying to boost their wages, see America’s more favored classes 
spending fortunes on furs, jewelry and night clubs. So when a worker 
finds his buying power has so shrunken that he can’t afford eggs for 
the kids’ breakfast (after the week end’s beer parties have been paid 
for!), he is ready to listen to his union leaders once more. The Amer- 
ican worker is more prosperous than he ever has been before, is par- 
ticipating in far more of the pleasures of living, and he intends to keep 
his grip on these things. Labor leaders and labor periodicals are 
encouraging him in this intention. 

Hence, unless some miracle of self restraint begins to appear in 
all circles, or a miracle of voluntary sharing of profits to raise work- 
ers’ wages to match increasing living costs comes, labor disturbances 
will continue to erupt on a large and varied scale. The demagogues 
among labor leaders will make the most of the situation, and the able 
young labor leaders, who are not yet as well known as the big names 
at the top, will continue to drive forward their plans to reconstruct 
America’s economic system through the power and pressure of our 
enlightened organized labor. 

The crux of the strike situation so far is that neither business nor 
labor is willing to abide by authoritative adjudication of differences. 
There can be no real civilized relationship between labor and industry 
until both are willing to submit to the decision of impartial judgment. 
In such countries as Sweden, Denmark and New Zealand, where indus- 
trial relationships are far more advanced than in America, the right to 
strike remains, but strikes seldom occur because both parties have 
found it more profitable to abide by an impartial judgment of claims. 

In America, business interests have refused to abide by such a 
system because, in providing a court or body of adjudication with the 
necessary facts for judgment, the sacred right of free enterprise is 
someway threatened! Labor leaders also have fought these steps to 
civilize our industrial relations because the rough and tumble of strikes 
give labor leaders a chance to do their stuff. In a judiciary hearing, 
clear analytical thinking, tolerance and cooperation are the essentials, 


(continued on next page) 


Ssshhhh 


We are not supposed to mention 
it openly, but in late 1945, when 
our government was negotiating 
with Iceland for its desired perma- 
nent bases, State Department rep- 
resentatives informed  Iceland’s 
spokesmen that admission of the 
little country to membership in 
the United Nations was contingent 
upon its willingness to grant the 
bases. That is about the same kind 
of squeeze the Soviet has put on 
severa] countries to establish Rus- 
sian military bases. 


Pressure on Congress 
Funds 

Committees are appointed in 
Congress to investigate certain 
conditions, but as soon as such a 
committee starts to touch situa- 
tions relative to skullduggery on 
the part of large business inter- 
ests, pressure is immediately put 
on within Congress to curtai] the 
committee’s funds and thus stop 
its investigations. 

For instance, the Senate Military 
Affairs Committee created a sub- 
committee on War Mobilization in 
1942. This subcommittee perform- 
ed usefully and weil during the 
war and is now tackling an analy- 
sis of secret documents captured 
in Germany concerning cartels. 
Further work along this line is be- 
ing hampered by the action of the 
Senate Audit and Control Com- 
mittee which is slashing the sub- 
committee’s appropriations to less 
than a third of the requested 
amount, thus hamstringing the 
committee’s investigation. 

Similar attempts were made to 
shut off the stock market and 
banking investigations made by 
the Senate Banking Committee, 
and the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mittee’s investigation of crooked 
manipulations of railroad receiver- 
ships, in which investigation Pres- 
ident, then Senator, Truman took 
such an important part. 

Congress would play only a mi- 
nor role in the country’s economic 
and socia] affairs should the pow- 
er of investigation be taken away. 
Many important reforms have 
come through Congressional prob- 
ing, but powerful business lobbies 
are always on the alert to break 
up any such investigation wher- 
ever possible. (continued on next page) 





Pressure on Congress 
(Continued) 
The FTC 


Powerful business interests are 
also quietly trying to push through 
Congress a bill that will protect 
the patent medicine industry in 
its cheating and fooling the pub- 
lic, a racket that has caused the 
death of many people and has in- 
jured the health of millions, This 
bill, known as the Rees Bill, is 
also aimed at crippling the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission which 
seeks to protect the public from 
fraudulent advertising and harm- 
ful drugs. Scores of popularly ad- 
vertised laxatives and headache 
cures contain dangerous drugs. 

Corporations which make prod- 
ucts of high quality support the 
FTC and look to it for protection 
against unfair competitors. The 
public depends on the FTC to see 
that food products given children 
are beneficial, that drugs, Cos- 
metics, cigarettes and necessary 
family and household equipment 
contain no harmfu] ingredients or 
parts. But because the press and 
radio make millions on advertising, 
these agencies hate and fight the 
FTC and maintain a conspiracy of 
silence on the insidious Rees Bill. 
None of the Congressional hear- 
ings on this matter have been re- 
ported. 


Shellacking 


The United States is taking a 
tremendous loss on its war sur- 
plus goods, just as it did on lend- 
lease. According to a recent report 
of the Senate War Investigating 
Committee, Britain acquired about 
$16,000,000,000 worth of lend-lease 
goods, and, through hard bargain- 
ing, is getting $6,000,000,000 of 
surplus goods for $650,000,000— 
about 10 cents on each dollar. Nor 
did America get a cash payment 
of $650,000,000 for the surplus 
stocks in Britain. This amount was 
added onto the $3,750,000,000 
American loan to Britain, making 
the actual] total of the loan $4,400,- 
000,000. Although, according to the 
present agreement, this loan is to 
be repaid over a period of 50 
years, most economics experts pre- 
dict that it will never be paid. 

The War Investigating Commit- 
tee has already effected savings of 
billions of dollars during the de- 
fense and war periods. It now re- 
ports that the “unconsumed” 
American goods in England con- 
sisted of both civilian goods and 
weapons and states that the Brit- 
ish government banned any pros- 
pective buyer besides itself. The 
United States was, therefore, ‘at 
the mercy of the only buyer,” and 
so sold to the British government 
at a great sacrifice, Also, Ameri- 
can soldiers are still guarding— 
at a cost of $2,000,000 a month 
—the American “surplus” goods 
which are now British property. 

The report pointed out that the 
British Empire produces many 
strategic raw materials which 
America needs. Such materials 
should have been supplied to the 
United States as part payment for 
lend-lease supplies, the committee 

(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (consinued) 


instead of the blood, thunder and blunderbuss tactics of the old school 
labor leaders. 

The government, instead of establishing, legalizing and enforcing 
some orderly system for the settlement of labor disputes, spends time 
fuming, cusing labor, playing politics and filibustering, because con- 
gressmen are afraid for their political scalps (as explained in our last 
release). The right to strike must remain if we are to keep our dem- 
ocracy, but the strike should be the last weapon to be used, not the 
first. Tolerance, understanding, cooperation, supported by authority, 
are the elements of a Christian society. Intolerance, non-cooperation 
and violence, the elements of a strike, are the elements of an uncivil- 
ized society. The problem is far more spiritual than economic. 


(Cao VS SOCIALISM. You would never guess it by press 

headlines or radio comments, but capitalism is losing out over 
most of the world in its competition with new economic concepts. 
Communism isn’t doing very well either. 

Whether we like it or not, the plain fact is that a moderate sociali- 
zation is in full progress in most countries. In England, banking, 
housing, iron, steel and coal are all moving rapidly toward nationaliza- 
tion. In France, banking and insurance are coming under absolute state 
control, with iron, steel and utilities following closely. Even Argentina 
is nationalizing banking and is threatening vast land reforms of a 
socialistic nature. And, of course, all of eastern Europe is being 
socialized under Soviet direction. 

Economists and financial and trade specialists connected with 
great capitalistic concerns in America are warning their bosses that 
capitalism as a major world force is breaking down-and will survive 
only as it can revise and reform itself. Trouble at that point admitted- 
ly is that few of the really big business old guard leaders have had a 
new idea for twenty years. They are fighting change of almost any 
kind and thus themselves are making it impossible for capitalism to 
meet the demands of a new era. 

On the other hand, an increasing number of young, progressive, 
business executives in America believe that capitalism, if given a 
chance, not only can survive, but can turn the tide of socialism to 
reestablish the pre-eminence of the capitalistic system. 

The Committee of Economic Development, organized by and 
composed of the progressive industrialists mentioned above, has been 
conducting a program of research and promotion for advanced plan- 
ning in high levels of production, wages and employment. It is now 
being revised for an even wider program of research and business 
guidance. The CED believes that capitalism’s future is dependent on 
full cooperation with labor instead of fights with labor, highest pos- 
sible wages instead of highest possible profits,—that the principle of 
profits be recognized as inseparably correlated with wages and con- 
sumer purchasing power rather than as protected high profits in a 
scarcity market. 

The CED also is promoting the idea that business prosperity is 
inseparable from public welfare. Even though this new vital school of 
business thought is being fought by the entrenched conservative ele- 
ments which still control the Chamber of Commerce, the National 
Manufacturers Association and similar organizations, in this new con- 
cept of capitalism one can readily see the focal point of the coming 
transition in America’s economic system. 


A LABORITE AMERICA. Both great labor organizations, the AFL 

and the CIO, as they start huge campaigns to organize South- 
ern labor, are planning to become more active in the political field, 
and intend to have the leading voice in coming elections. They are de- 
termined that no president shall be elected who isn’t “labor’s man,” and 
that, by organizing the South, they will end the rule of men such as 
Bilbo and others who represent the Southern political machines which 
are supported only by a minority vote. 

As labor establishes that policy and brings in millions more under 
its guidance and influence, the future of our country will be changed 
politically and economically. Whether the change will be good or bad 
will depend upon the spiritual forces of America. Behind that is the 
concept, crystalizing within the unions, that labor should share controls 
and planning with management, that industries’ profits are not the 
private affair of owners and management but must be considered in 


(continued on next page) 





Shellacking 
(Continued) 


said. But officials in our State De- 
partment, whose primary interest 
has always been to protect Lon- 
don-Wall Street investments rath- 
er than the nation’s interests, have 
blocked every move to promote 
this reasonable settlement. 

We should have brought home, 
or kept control of, the enormous 
quantities of American weapons 
and war equ'pment now in Eng- 
land and other European and Far 
East countries, the report said. 
Our failure to do so “may have 
repercussions in delicate future re- 
lations between nations.” Already 
great quantities of these weapons 
are being used ruthlessly by the 
British, French and Dutch to sup- 
port policies that are undemo- 
cratic, the antithesis of the aims 
for which American boys fought 
and died. 


Push-Button Weapons 


High ranking officials of the 
Navy air operations arm are now 
freely admitting that the robot, 
radio-guided rockets are ajready 
in the last phases of development 
and will replace the bombers, even 
the bombers like the new long- 
range B-36’s. Civilian Navy design- 
ers say the submarine and the 
rocket bomb are the only weap- 
ons that will survive the great 
military evolution now going on. 
Army and Navy career personnel 
is to a large extent trying to side- 
track these developments and 
minimize their influence on the 
whole military structure of Amer- 
ica; scientists, civilian designers 
and inventors are in opposition. 


Cave Dwellers 


If you think the atomic war 
talk is Buck Rogers stuff, listen 
to this United Press report: 

The Army-Navy Munitions 
Board has appointed military and 
civilian experts to survey the 
country’s caverns for information 
as to their suitability for aircraft 
hangars, industrial machinery, 
communications equipment, stor- 
age centers and bomb shelters. 
Such places as the Carlsbad Cav- 
erns, New Mexico; Mammoth 
Cave, Kentucky; Wind Cave, South 
Dakota; Howe Caverns, New York; 
the vast chain of caverns in Vir- 
ginia and many less famous nat- 
ural cavities are being investi- 
gated for conditions of humidity 
and general atmospheric condi- 
tions, accessibility of outlets, cost 
of conversion into underground 
installations and possibility of con- 
cealment from enemy reconnais- 
sance planes, 





Correction 


By an error in transmit- 
ting copy over long distance, 
we reported on race riots in 
Columbia, South Carolina. 
This should have read Co- 
lumbia, Tennessee. We sin- 
cerely apologize to the good 
citizens of South Carolina 
who have pointed out this 
error in locale. 














Rate Pact 


The Department of Justice, 
through its special assistant to the 
Attorney General, has charged in 
Congress that its investigations 
reveal that the big oil companies 
and the railroads made a pact 
to keep railroad freight rates high 
on oil, even although the oil com- 
panies do most of their shipping 
by water. The oil and gasoline 
prices are fixed on _ cost-plus- 
freight-charges. The companies use 
water transportation to haul oil 
long distances and, by basing their 
prices on the railroad freight rate, 
the profits are greater. 

The Justice Department spokes- 
man said that the railroads agreed 
to this arrangement because they 
feared competition from truckers. 
In the meantime, by collusion with 
the railroads in keeping the freight 
rates high, the oi] companies reap 
huge profits by using their own 
great fleets of cheaply operated 
tankers, The main point, however, 
is that the high freight rates 
force the independent, small oil 
companies out of business since 
they must ship by rail. 


An Einstein Theory 


While we do not be‘ieve in so- 
cialism for the single reason that 
We believe capitalism would be 
the perfect system if men followed 
Christian principles, yet we must 
face the fact that most of the 
world is moving toward socializa- 
tion in one form or another. So- 
cial scientists, as well ag many 
other scholars and scientists, are 
nearly all forecasting a strong 
trend toward socialization in Am- 
erica. We have frequently brought 
this out in our own forecasts. 

Dr. Albert Einstein, who has 
done more to change the shape of 
things to come than hag any other 
living man, recently issued a state- 
ment regarding this trend—a state- 
ment which got very little atten- 
tion in the press because of its 
forecast: 

“T am convinced,” said Einstein, 
“on the whole, that in a state with 
a socialized economy, better pros- 
pects exist for the individual to 
attain that maximum of freedom 
consistent with the welfare of all 
society. 

“The reason: In a soundly man- 
aged socialist society, everyone 
works for the satisfaction of com- 
mon needs rather than for the 
profit of a propertied minority. 
The problem of a more or less 
equal division of labor can, in my 
belief, be solved only in a planned 
economy, and not under a system 
of free enterprise where the in- 
dustrialist is compelled to reduce 
the number of workers as far as 
possible and increase to the maxi- 
mum the productivity of labor. 
Under those conditions, every in- 
vention of a labor-saving machine 
increases chronic unemployment. 
Out of this arises growing unem- 
ployment and economic insecurity 
which also means loss of freedom, 
insofar as freedom is affected by 
economic conditions. 

“The socialization of the more 
important means of production is, 
however, still not socialism, even 


(continued in third column) 


Partnership with God 


| CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP 1S NOT JUST GIVING To GOD 





IT 1S SHARING WITH HIM IN A 
PARTNERSHIP OF LIFE 




















God does not need our charity. He is not dependent on our gifts. We 
are terribly wrong when we think of Christian giving as an annoying duty 
occasionally thrust at us. How far that is from the experiences of partner- 
ship with God—of Christian stewardship! In such a glorious relationship 
giving is but incidental. Then God takes an active part in our lives and we 
plan with Him the use of our time, our talents, our resources. And God 
is not a tyrant or a solemn killjoy. He rejoices in the abundance our life 
can contain but He seeks to give that abundance new dimensions by adding 
purpose and divine perspectives. He helps us carry the burden, adds 
strength, wisdom and patience. This stewardship transforms giving into a 
lifelong overflowing experience. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (cominued) 


terms of their relationship to sale price, wages, cost and the general 
public good. The future labor-capital struggles of America will come 
along this line. Keep your eye on these issues. 


Geena FIGHT. Also there are going to be some fireworks between 

two great labor organizations as the AFL leaders start charging 
publicly that the CIO is a communist movement. President Green of 
the AFL has been making such charges recently. In the race between 
the two great labor organizations for leadership and membership 
among the Southern workers, the AFL is trying to shoo the Southern 
employers toward the AFL coops by saying that the CIO is a com- 
munist set up. It is true that there are many more communists in the 
CIO than in the AFL (Between the Lines, April 15, 1946), but most 
of the CIO unions are not communist-dominated and are fighting 
valiantly and continuously to keep the communists out. 

However, most AFL unions practice racial segregation while the 
CIO is strictly for the Negro’s getting the same membership, wages 
and protection in the same union as the white man. So there is going 
to be a battle royal on these issues, especially in the South. 


MPIRE POLICY. In the international scene, there is hope in the 
fact that the empire systems are giving ground slowly, reluctantly. 
While the Tory crowd, which invested heavily in London’s empire, 
growl and rumble, the Labor Government moves toward adjustments 
to meet a new day. Bevin and Attlee are convinced that, unless Britain 
acts quickly to give the colonies freedom, outbursts of violence and 
rebellion will play directly into the hands of Russia. “Give them 
freedom and keep their good will,” is the slogan in London. There 
is no doubt about British sincerity in getting out of India. The present 
British statesmen are trying to be fair and just, but it is a case of get 
out before being blown out. All signs still point to a terrible famine 

in India by the fall months, with a violent political aftermath. 
(continued on next page) 


An Einstein Theory 
(Continued) 


though it is a prerequisite of it. 
Part and parcel of socialism is 
also that concentrated power be 
effectively controlled by the citi- 
zenry, so that the planned econ- 
omy benefits the entire people, so 
that the road be kept open for all 
—in accordance with their natural 
qualifications—to the most impor- 
tant posts. Only constant political 
struggle and vigilance can create 
that situation and maintain it. 
“Therefore, conditions for the 
attainment of individual] freedom 
for the majority are more favor- 
able in a socialist state than in 
an economic system based upon 
private ownership.” 
The Profit Motive 


An analysis of what Dr, Ein- 
stein has said reveals again that 
the weakness of capitalism is the 
operation of our business economy 
upon an exclusive profit basis, in- 
stead of placing service to hu- 
manity first, with profits a neces- 
sary but secondary motive. When 
the common good is ignored, the 
common people, through fear and 
frustration, overthrow the system 
of capitalism to substitute a 
planned economy which forces the 
common good rather than profit 
to become the primary object. 

Whether we like it or not, that 
is what is happening over much 
of the earth. The threat of a 
proletarian autocratic leadership 
emerging out of the mass move- 
ments then threatens the people, 
but they historically prefer that 
to the threat of unemployment and 
hunger. 

American capitalism can _ sur- 
vive only by becom'ng sufficiently 
Christian to provide the fruits of 
sharing so that the common peo- 
ple do not become victims of fear 
and frustration. 

The choice is just that simple 
and there is no alternative. Amer- 
ica’s task should be to redeem 
capitalism and turn the world tide 
back toward true economic dem- 
ocracy. 


But Will We Do It? 


In fact many leading American 
business figures, noted for their 
progressive leadership, are saying 
the same thing. Eric A. Johnston, 
a prominent young manufacturer 
who is retiring from the presi- 
dency of the United States Cham- 
ber of Commerce, said to Amer- 
ica’s business leaders: 

“Capitalism is a competitive 
economic system designed for the 
enrichment of the man and not to 
make a few men rich. ... The 
new view, which I earnestly rec- 
ommend, holds that capitalism is 
a human institution, vibrant and 
evolutionary, capable constantly 
of adjusting itself to new condi- 
tions. Unless it justifies itself by 
works instead of words, it must 
go with the winds of change. 

“How do we go about building 
this new capitalism? You busi- 
ness men have the key. If you’re 
as wise as I think you are, you'll 
agree that it must include a much, 
much greater diffusion of the good 
things of life; more people owning 
more things; more machines, but 

(Continued on next page) 








An Einstein Theory 
(Continued) 
More important, more people who 
can afford the products of those 
machines. It must mean high mor- 
al standards as well as high liv- 
ing standards. 

“A decisive decade lies ahead of 
us. To me, the choice for us is a 
new capitalism or none at all. If 
that sounds extreme, look about 
you and see what has happened. 
The old capitalism has virtually 
disappeared abroad. Communism 
and socialism have taken its place. 

“I say it to you in deadly seri- 
ousness: We in business must lib- 
eralize or face the threat of eco- 
nomic liquidation. The law of life 
applies—adapt or die. We can’t 
run away from destiny down some 
secluded rabbit trail. We don’t 
hesitate to scrap wornout tools. 
We shouldn’t hesitate to scrap 
worn-out social concepts.” 

It is a sad commentary on Am- 
erica’s economic future to add, 
however, that after four years’ 
effort to put these progressive 
ideas over, Mr. Johnston’s policies 
have been replaced by a reaction- 
ary program in the new leadership 
of the Chamber of Commerce. 


Progressive Senator 


Very few people realize that the 
senator who has become the leader 
of progressive movements in Con- 
gress and who has been labelled 
“communist” is a multi-million- 
aire and a Catholic. We refer to 
Senator James Murray of Mon- 
tana. His labor sympathies are 
strong. Senator Murray was in- 
strumental in block’ng the anti- 
labor Case bll for some time, and 
he has reshaped it in several ways 
so that, it is considerably less ex- 
treme than as original y drawn up. 

Senator Murray is chairman of 
the Senate committees on educa- 
tion and labor, and smal] business, 
and he has had great influence in 
the passage or rejection of much 
important legislation. He has writ- 
ten, or inspired and sponsored, 
many bills. Among them are the 
national health insurance bill, 
which he is seeing through the 
Senate education and labor com- 
mittee; the full employment bill, 
which he was able to get through 
the Senate without drastic change, 
although it was later much altered 
in the House of Representatives; 
the minimum wage bill, which 
was passed by the Senate and is 
now before the House; and the 
Missouri Valley Authority Bill, 
which received unfavorable treat- 
ment at the hands of the Senate 
irrigation committee—a committee 
over which Senator Murray has 
No control! 

All of these bills are highly con- 
troversial, being opposed by such 
powerful organizations as_ the 
American Medical Association, the 
Nebraska power interests, and the 
Manufacturers Association. 


Japan’s Kagawa 
Newsmen in Japan are reporting 
that the great Japanese Christian 
leader, Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, is 
not seeking any political promi- 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


The Empire die-hards have been made to see that a policy of 
transition is the only one that offers any hope of keeping a dominant 
trade position. If widespread revolt comes and the Asiatic millions 
turn to Russia as their champion, all will be lost. By moving for- 
ward quickly now, much can be saved. This is at the heart of new 
Empire policy. It is sound and it is hopeful. 


MPIRE INTERESTS TRANSFER. While the British Empire 
slowly retreats in Asia, a bitter secret struggle is going on in the 
Near East—Lebanon and Syria—between French and British empire 
interests. The British took over for weakened France during the war, 
and now refuses to let go of rich French interests. The pattern of the 
future is likely to be that Britain will substitute a tight grip on the 
Near East and African empire interests as the colonies of Asia slip away. 


DY EDITERRANEAN PACTS. In spite of weak and evasive denials 

in Washington, it remains quite clear that British and American 
diplomats made secret deals concerning Italy and Mediterranean areas. 
These deals are responsible for Russia’s increased suspicion and 
antagonism. 

The press plays up Russia’s suspicions and seldom prints the 
causes, but newsman Brewer of the New York Times, openly reported 
from Rome that agreements leave the Italian colonies and most of the 
Italian fleet in British hands as well as tight trade controls over the 
entire Mediterranean area. Russia was expected to acquiesce since 
these commitments in no way interferred with the controls seized by 
the Soviet of the nearby Balkans, It is well to remember that Wash- 
ington officials have frequently denied the existence of secret agree- 
ments, but then have revealed later that they had been made. 


IVALRY IN GERMANY. Britain and America on one hand, and 

Russia on the other, are now moving to the point of open com- 
petition for German favor. Instead of agreeing on some general pat- 
tern for the control and cure of war-like tendencies of the German 
people, the Potsdam plan is disintegrating into a system of rivalry 
between the British-American bloc and the Soviet block to use Ger- 
many and her resources to bolster the military position of each respec- 
tive bloc. Many authorities are pointing to this as the outstanding 
evidence that London, Washington and Moscow are at heart accepting 
World War III as inevitable. 


OLITICS FOR BREAD. The most sordid story behind the famine 

in Europe is the fact, openly admitted by almost all famine work- 
ers, that British-American interests and Russia all have been using 
food and relief distributions to further political and commercial aims 
during the months that the present famine has been gathering instead 
of using these supplies to prevent famine. 


passers AND JEWS. An astonishing array of documents have 

been unearthed in Paris and Rome which reveal that the fascists 
of Italy, and even Mussolini himself, never did accept Nazi anti- 
Semitism, but did all in their power to check Nazi racial persecution 
and protect the Jews in every possible way. These documents are to 
be published in a few months. 


NEY HOMES. After the big business filibuster staged in Con- 

gress and throughout the nation against federal participation in 
solving the desperate housing situation, a delay which lost much 
precious time and added to the suffering of millions, the whole pro- 
gram is now getting into action. The goal is to build nearly three 
million low cost houses in two and a half years. 


RR Ueeen. A campaign to limit the production of American synthe- 

tic rubber and to restore the monopolistic control of all rubber 
by the natural rubber producers is quietly being organized. The de- 
fects of the synthetic product are to be played up in publicity releases 
(ignoring the fact that American scientists have and are still making 
great progress in correcting these defects), and the advantageousness 
of the natural product is to be widely heralded, while mention of the 
defects of tree rubber will be avoided. 

In spite of the fact that the synthetic product is an American 
industry, powerful American financial interests, which have profited 
in the past by participation in this monopoly, are prepared to sabotage 
the synthetic industry if their old time piracy of the American auto- 
mobile owner can be restored. 





Japan’s Kagawa 
(Continue?) 
nence. He told interviewers that 
he felt his work was with the poor 
—the fishermen, farmers and la- 
borers, 

During the war, Kagawa was 
often in trouble with the govern- 
ment. He was imprisoned in 1940 
when he went to occupied Shang- 
hai and begged the pardon of the 
Chinese for Japanese bombings. 
Later he was ordered not to speak 
except in his own church, and not 
to write anything for publication. 
He was imprisoned for defying 
both these orders. 

Kagawa now preaches frequent- 
ly in many of the Japanese Chris- 
tian churches. “Christianity is 
growing in Japan,” he said. “Be- 
fore the war only one half of one 
per cent of the population was 
Christian. The religion of the Al- 
lies was mainly Christian. There- 
fore some of us were afraid many 
Japanese would be _ prejudiced 
against Christianity, but General 
MacArthur has been kind to the 
Japanese people. Any prejudice 
they may have had is gone, and 
almost every night converts are 
added to the church.” 


Editorial Opinion 

With most newspapers in the 
South bitterly fighting all labor 
unions and their efforts to organ- 
ize the Negro, it is significant to 
discover that one of the Souths’ 
leading editors has come out in 
plain talk on the other side of 
the question, 

Said Ralph McGill of the At- 
lantic Constitution, in addressing 
the AFL at Asheville recently: 
“The intelligent people of the 
South expect you, too, to give the 
Negro worker a break.” 

The problem is not one of “so- 
cial equality,” he said, referring 
to an argument raised by the Ku 
Klux Klan type of person, but 
rather is one of “a fair economic 
and educational deal, with equality 
before the law” for the Negro. 

“I think the thoughtful South- 
erner looks to organized labor to 
bring more industry and more 
jobs to the South and to see that 
the Negro ceases to be an eco- 
nomic burden on the South and 
all its institutions.” 

It ig well to remember that 
many Southern newspapers are 
voices for reactionary and cor- 
rupt political machines. However, 
Mr. McGill’s paper is one of the 
rare independent papers of the 
South that has not been prosti- 
tuted by machine politics. 


Sky Pilots 


A young man, training to be a 
missionary in Brazil, is learning 
to pilot a plane. He expects to fly 
from village to village, for Brazil 
has a splendid system of airports, 
and he will combine bodily healing 
(he is trained in medicine) with 
spiritual] healing. He is not the 
only flying missionary. A special 
missionary flying school near Chi- 
cago has already trained six such 
missionaries, and others are train- 
ing at commercia] aviation schools 
in other parts of the country. 


